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INTRODUCTION

The knowledge of the food and feeding habitats of a fish
species is important to understand it’s role in the food chain and,
consequently, the relationships with other species.

The study of the diet based on the analysis of stomach
contents is a routine fish ecology proceeding.

Some simple studies on the feeding of the pouting
(Trisopterus luscus L.) show that this gadoid is a strong pre-
dator since it’s larval form (Last, 1978) and that adults choose
mainly Crustacea (CHEVEY, 1930; OLIVER, 1949). Quantitative
studies in different zones confirm these trends and show some
variation in the diet with age (size or 'wheight) of fish and
with the time of the year (ARMSTRONG, 1979; LaBaARTA, 1976).

As a real contribution to the knowledge of the feeding
habits and preferences of T. luscus in the North Coast of
Portugal, we pay attention to the food of the pouting in this
region. This attention is especially concerned to the relative
importance in individual number and dry wheight of the different
prey groups, considering all fishes or dividing them in several
size groups.
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For Crustaceae, there is a decreasing relative abundance

(Ri) in bigger fish sizes (82.99; 70.88 and 51.45 respectively

for A, B and C groups).
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Fig. 2 — Dry weight of prey groups in T. luscus diet.

For Teleostei, inversely, there is an increase in relative
abundance for bigger fish sizes (5.86; 19.62 and 36.42 respec-

tively for A, B and C groups).

C—>27cm) and relative

abundance

Fig. 3 — Comparison of T. luscus diet considering three size groups of this
B—19 to 27cm;

predator (A — < 19cm;
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